Lee Fairclough
MPP Etobicoke—Lakeshore

Hon. Prabmeet Sarkaria
Ontario Minister of Transportation
5% Floor, 777 Bay St.
Toronto, ON
M7A 1Z8
November 28, 2025

Dear Minister Sarkaria,

| recently reviewed your response to the petition | submitted (Sessional Paper No. P-60)
regarding accessibility upgrades at Mimico GO station. | too share the sentiment you
expressed that everyone, regardless of age or ability, should have safe and convenient
travel. However, as was stated in the petition, Mimico GO station is not in compliance with
the Accessibility for Ontarians with Disabilities Act, 2005 (AODA). The AODA legislation
specifically calls for enforcing accessibility standards on or before January 1, 2025. This
leaves many residents wondering why Metrolinx is not required to meet the same standard
or timeline. There are no enforcement measures I’'m aware of that have been applied due
to non-compliance. To address this though, an accelerated timeline would show more
intention to meet these requirements at Mimico GO.

Our petition called for construction of the station upgrades to begin by the end of 2025. Itis
clear from your response that we are still a long way from this happening as no firm dates
were provided. Design is still being drafted, then a proposed construction schedule and
cost estimate will be submitted, a review will occur, and only then will construction
timelines even be defined. While we must never lose sight of the urgent action required to
make this station compliant with AODA regulations, the acknowledgment from you that
design is still ongoing creates opportunities to act upon the other part of the petition;
namely the appointment of a dedicated Community Liaison Officer to receive design input
and progress updates from the community.

When renovation plans were initially submitted they called for several upgrades that |
believe have also since been removed from development plans. For instance, bridge work
was to occur which would have widened the road on Royal York to increase traffic flow.
This is a vital infrastructure improvement, particularly now that the area will experience
even greater densification as it has been included as a Protected Major Transit Station Area
(PMTSA). Moreover, community members who live and work in the area have great insights
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into which improvements will have the greatest impact on useability. For instance, due to
the long delays in developing the Park Lawn GO station many residents from the Humber
Bay Shores area take the bus to Mimico GO station. This bus stops at Judson and Royal
York; directly beside a stairway that connects to the station. As far as | am aware,
implementing an accessible entrance at this location will not be included in the design. As
a result those with mobility issues will have to walk another approximately 700m to enter
an accessible entrance. That type of design does not foster true accessibility. As such |
would urge you to consider these types of improvements in the scope of work.

If we are serious about fostering true accessibility in our society then we cannot simply
check items off a box and call something accessible. We must design infrastructure with
the end user in mind. This community is available and willing to participate as needed to
get to the best outcome.

I will continue my routine meetings with Metrolinx and stay in close touch with you and
your office on progress. | hope this will include a discussion of the acceleration of
timelines to be compliant and renovate this station.

Those living this community have been waiting a long time and deserve a resolution at this
station.

Sincerely,

Lee Fairclough

MPP, Etobicoke—Lakeshore
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