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Minutes (for approval) of the 2018-19 Annual General Meeting

Meeting Date: March 21 2019 at 7:30 pm at Mimico Library

1. Introduction/Call to Order

● Meeting called to order by Chris Moore, 7:35 PM

● Quorum reached. No proxies registered

2. Approval of 2017-2018 Minutes

● Motion to approve minutes by Les Veszlenyi, Seconded Deb Burgess, Motion Carried

3. President’s Report - Presented by Chris Moore

4. Secretary Report - Presented by Kate Leslie

5. Nominating Committee

“Be it resolved that Timothy Ellis, Joe Fotia, Bri Gardner John Homsy and Heather Mak be

newly appointed to the MRA Board of Directors and that Anne Arthur, Deborah Burgess,

Leanne Faber, Kate Leslie Johnston, Chris Moore, Adam Matheson be re-appointed to the

2019-2020 Board of Directors for one-year terms.”

● Motion by Anne Arthur, Seconded by Les Veszlenyi, Motion Carried

6. By-law Amendment

“Be it resolved that section 5.3 of the by-laws shall be amended with the new wording of

the section as follows:

5.3.The Board of Directors shall consist of not less than five (5) and not more than

thirteen(13) members. The number shall be determined at the Annual General Meeting.”

● Motion by Kate Leslie Johnston; Seconded by Tim Ellis, Motion Carried

7. Next AGM Date- March 26, 2020

8. There being no further business, AGM terminated at 8:20pm
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President’s Report

No one could have envisioned what the beginning of 2020 had in store for this city. It has been long,
challenging and difficult, for all of us. However, despite all the challenges, disruptions and restrictions
posed by COVID-19, there is still a very committed group of volunteers acting as the Board of the
Mimico Residents Association (MRA).

I assumed the presidency in 2020 following the stepping down of Chris Moore, who served as
president from 2016 to 2020. During that period, Chris worked tirelessly to bring together this
community and advocate for the residents of Mimico. When the Board asked me to join as president,
I was humbled that I would have the privilege to work with such an exceptionally dedicated Board, all
of whom are making a meaningful contribution.

This Board has been involved in a variety of issues affecting this community. We have done our best
to remain virtually connected when historically so much of what we do is in person. We have been
meeting monthly to collaborate and continue the efforts and obligations of the Board. We have
stayed motivated and focused on this community and we have continued to receive solid
communication and support from Mimico residents. I’ll use this opportunity to share with you some
of the key things we’ve accomplished together over the past year. The main activities are covered
below.

ADVOCACY & ONGOING IMPROVEMENT EFFORTS

Events:
The MRA organized several webinars with local MP James Mahoney, MPP Christine Hogarth, and
School Trustee Patrick Nunziata to discuss and inform the community on the COVID-19 pandemic.

Mimico Slow-Down Initiative:
With the safety concerns that have been raised over the past couple of years over the vehicle volume
and speed along the school zones and local neighbourhood streets, we have continued to work with
Councillor Grimes and the City. This year, we have been pushing to expedite the commencement of
the Mimico comprehensive traffic study that was approved by the City Council. We are now part of a
round table discussion group led by Eric Chan - Manager of Area Transportation Planning at the City
of Toronto. Eric has promised the MRA that Mimico is at the top of the list for the entire city
regarding the ongoing issue of traffic safety. He has identified the problem spots in the community
and is developing a conclusive report of traffic calming solutions as well as a list of pros and cons that
will be put forth to the community to petition for these alterations.

Mimico Urban Development Plans:
We have continued to monitor and participate in ongoing discussions about future development
plans for the following:

First Capital's developments at the former Mr. Christie site (2150 Lake Shore BLVD W); the
new QuadReal development process for the old Campbell's Soup site (60 Birmingham St); and the
re-establishment of the Mimico GO (327 Royal York) condo development led by VANDYK.
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Supporting Local Business:
COVID-19 has put a huge strain on small business owners and non-profits. In the earlier part of 2020,
the MRA created and distributed several videos about local Mimico organizations (Ed's Real Scoop,
Jean Augustine Centre, Underdog Studio, TWM Compu Age, Kassel's Pharmacy,  San Remo Bakery,
Lakeshore Arts, Revolver Pizza, Birds & Beans Coffee, and Oak Learners). The strategy was to get the
community to think, 'local first' anytime they need to buy something.

Communication:
We continue to share information and engage with our community via the MRA Facebook account
which currently holds over 1,500 followers. We have continued to distribute updates and information
via our website and email newsletter.

Additional Efforts:
We have continued to liaise with several local groups pertaining to local concerns around safety,
housing affordability and small-scale development concerns.

Acknowledgements:

I would like to acknowledge the activities of the current Board and the work carried out for this
community over the last year: Heather Kitty Mak, Mostafa Shaheen, Timothy Ellis, Emma Park, Adam
Matheson, John Homsy and James Stack.

I want to recognize the involvement of Chris Moore and Anne Arthur. They have provided valuable
insight and guidance as this new MRA emerged during COVID-19. We are, and we will continue to be,
receptive to suggestions and comments from our membership. As with any organization, we
welcome and need new members that can mix with those of us who have been around for a while.
We would love to have you join us as we continue to work for the betterment of our community.

We mourn the loss of Natale Bozzo, founder and heart of San Remo Bakery. Our deepest
condolences, to the entire family and the staff at San Remo Bakery, as well as its countless customers
who experienced his extra pinch of love in their treats over the years. San Remo is and will continue
to be a landmark in Mimico and Natale will never be forgotten.
We also mourn the loss of Bill Kassel who lost his battle with cancer, our local trusted pharmacist and
community leader. Our deepest condolences to Bill’s family and all people who were touched by him
over the years. You will be missed.

COVID-19 has impacted everyone in some way, but not everyone has been impacted the same. It will
impact us for years beyond this immediate crisis. The MRA is here to support, and we urge our
community to support each other, be patient, listen, and be kind during these painful and difficult
times to create a better community post-COVID-19

May we all look forward to a better year in 2021.
Thank you.

Michael Majeski, President, Mimico Residents Association
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Secretary’s Report

2020 was a unique chapter in the history of the Mimico Residents Association.  It was the first year
that our board meetings were exclusively virtual and a year where we could not host the annual
events that many of our community members know us for. Our main focus shifted to awareness;
providing a platform for elected officials to inform our community on Covid related issues, a platform
to showcase local news and the small businesses that make Mimico unique, and an information hub
to learn about developments that will shape the future of Mimico.
 
The website and Facebook page are our main outlets for engaging with our members and the
community overall. The Facebook page is now at roughly 2000 Follows and 1700 Likes and growing. It
remains a focal point in our communication strategy with many posts reaching over 1000 people and
multiple “shares” providing an even further reach into the community.
 
Highlights from our efforts in 2020 include: closely following the Christie’s site redevelopment, the
redevelopment of the Campbell’s Soup factory, The Vandyk development at the Mimico Go Station, a
focus on traffic related issues in the community including speeding and the tragic ML Ready mix
incident, informative sessions with elected officials like Patrick Nunziato (TDSB) and Christine
Hogarth (MPP), and a “Supporting Local” series showcasing local business owners.
 
As we move forward into 2021, the board will stay focused on providing our members and
community with relevant insights and news on anything that will impact their lives in a material way.
We are hoping that as the year progresses, we will be able to put Covid in the rearview mirror and
get back to hosting the events you all know and enjoy. We will continue to act conservatively and
with community safety as the number one priority before we consider hosting anything in person.
 
We look forward to expanding our reach with an emphasis on growing our membership numbers in
2021 and engaging with as many Mimico residents as possible. As Mimico continues to evolve and
become an increasingly desirable place to live within the GTA,   one constant we can count on is
change. The MRA is committed to providing timely insights for our community, in an unbiased and
transparent fashion, with an emphasis on the wellbeing of the diverse group of people that call
Mimico home.
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Treasurer’s Report

6



Nominating Report—2021-2022 Board and Officers
The Board of Directors acknowledges the resignation of the following individuals: Joe Fotia, Heather

Mak, and Jackie Monahan. The MRA would like to thank each of these individuals for their

contributions to the Board of Directors, and we look forward to continuing to work with them as

members of the Mimico Residents Association.

A number of applications were received and reviewed between December 2020 and January

2021, and several candidates were interviewed by multiple board members. After discussion the

2020-2021 Board of Directors recommends the following candidates for election to the 2021-2022

Mimico Residents Association Board of Directors: Neil Arcot, Portia Corman, Lauren Facto, Phillip

Stainton, and John Stephenson.

AGM Motion to Appoint the Board of Directors for 2021-2022
Be it resolved that Neil Arcot, Portia Corman, Lauren Facto, Phillip Stainton, and John Stephenson be

newly appointed to the 2021-2022 Board of Directors for a one-year term, and that Tim Ellis, John

Homsy, Mike Majeski, Adam Matheson, Emma Park, Mostafa Shaheen, and James Stack be

reappointed to the 2021-2022 Board of Directors, also for a one-year term.

Proposed By:

Seconded By:

2021-2022 MRA Board of Directors

1. Neil Arcot

2. Portia Corman

3. Tim Ellis

4. Lauren Facto

5. John Homsy

6. Mike Majeski

7. Adam Matheson

8. Emma Park

9. Mostafa Shaheen

10. James Stack

11. Phillip Stainton

12. John Stephenson

2021-2022 Membership Summary

Active membership as of December 31, 2020: 78
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